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Modal Verbs

Saying what you can and can’t do, and what you are allowed to do
Can/could + verb
Modal verbs for ability
You use can and can’t in the present
Examples

 Ali can drive.
 She can’t swim
 He can’t do the homework. It’s difficult.
 She can see the film tomorrow.

Talking about the past 
You use could and couldn’t in the past:
Examples:

 I couldn’t go shopping yesterday. The shops were closed.
 She could read when she was 5 years old

Modal verbs for permission
Examples

 Can I borrow your pen?
 Could I use your phone?
 You can watch T.V
 You can’t go out tonight.

Remember!
When you want to ask for something, you use can or could. Could is polite. This is 
not the same as using could for ability in the past

Q1. Choose the correct word.
a) I can swim but my little brother can / can’t / could
b) My sister couldn’t / could / can ride her bike to school, but I could.
c) You can / can’t / couldn’t borrow my car; no problem!
d) I could / couldn’t / can see Monica. She’s over there.
e) We can / can’t / could hear the radio. Please turn it up.
f) I could / can’t / couldn’t see the mountains yesterday when it was sunny.

Q2. Find the wrong or extra word in each sentence.
a) I can to cook Japanese food.
b) Does can Anne carry that bag? It’s heavy.
c) I can’t not hear you, please speak up.
d) Could Ben to drive a car when he was only 17?
e) Can we do ask you a question?
f) Where can we it buy some bread
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Q1. Put each sentences into the correct order.

a) ? / the / you / guitar / play / Can ______________________________

b) go / . / swimming / can / we ______________________________

c) can’t / I / French / speak / . ______________________________

d) the / to / ? / John / party / Can / come ______________________________

e) good / take / She / . / photos / can _________________________________

f) They / watch / can’t / . / football / the / match _______________________ 

Q2. Match the sentences halves.

1. We couldn’t walk to the stadium yesterday a when I was young.

2. Can you see the lake b. because it was too far

3. When can you come c. play tennis?

4. I cant understand this information d.to visit us in London?

5. Where can we e.because it’s in German.

6. I could run very fast f. from your hotel?

Q3. Complete the sentences by writing ‘can’, ‘could’, or ‘ couldn’t’ in each gap.

1. Sarah ___________ drive a car now, because she has a drivinglicense.

2. Tom ____________ come to the party because he is sick today.

3. I ____________ do my mathematics homework last night, because it was 

too difficult.

4.  ______________  I borrow your tennis racket?

5. Where __________________ we find a good restaurant near here?

6. If we go by bus, we ______________ get off near the cinema.
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Chapter 1    (Water, water)

Topic:   The River Gypsies   (pg. 15 -16)

Read the story “The River Gypsies” and underline all the Nouns (proper nouns –

common nouns) and Verbs.

Q1. Write ten nouns and ten verbs in your notebook.

Q2. Find the meaning of the following words and write in your notebook.

a. to dangle : _________________________________________

b. commotion :  ________________________________________

c. to coax : ___________________________________________

d. sideboard :__________________________________

e. proceeding :__________________________________________

f. expertly :___________________________________________

g. to cower : _________________________________________

h. faithful : ________________________________________

i. delta :__________________________________________

j. gypsies : _______________________________________

k. immediately : _______________________________________

l. emerged : ___________________________________________

m. gather : ___________________________________________

n. perspective : _____________________________________--


